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P
roducing a good self-taped audition doesn’t have to be complicated or 

expensive. Anyone can put a camera phone up on a bookshelf and press 

“record”, but there are a few simple things you can do to get better results.

Recording devices

Phones: Most smartphones have amazing cameras these days. If yours has 

the ability to shoot in 60 fps mode, consider using it. The file will be larger, but 

the image should be sharper than 30 fps. However, if the audition is longer 

than a minute or two, 30 fps will be just fine and make it easier to upload your 

files. Phones will also have editing software bundled in, making editing and 

saving super easy. Sending large files can be a headache, though, so I use the 

free version of WeTransfer.com. They allow you to email up to 2 GB of stuff at 

no cost. Audio is the phone’s weak link, especially if you have a reader stand-

ing next to the phone. The last thing you want is their voice to be louder than 

yours, so you’ll need an external microphone to get the best balance.

Cameras: Point-and-shoots, mirrorless cameras and DSLR’s offer bet-

ter image quality and operational flexibility than phones, but are pricey and 

much more complicated to use. They require additional software for editing 

on a computer, and may be overkill at the moment. However, the future of self-

taping lies with those actors who can match or exceed the quality of auditions 

being shot in casting offices. I like Canon’s line of cameras, specifically the G7x 

mark II and the 80D. Both have amazing video capabilities, however the G7x 

doesn’t have an external microphone jack. Check out cameras from Panasonic, 

too, which have the ability to shoot in 4K. That may not be very important 

now, but will become more so as it becomes the standard.

Search for these on Amazon or at bhphoto.com.
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Accessories

Tripods/camera mounts:

• A camera mount is a basic need. Most people use a tripod, but if you’re 

tight on space or on a very slim budget, you can get away with prop-

ping a camera on a stack of books or high table. Never shoot an audi-

tion holding the camera by hand, unless specifically asked to do so.

• Vastar Universal Smartphone Tripod Adaptor, $11 – Quickly and 

easily attach a phone to a tripod or other threaded camera mount.

• Slik Sprint Pro II GM Tripod with ball head, $89 – Solid, comes with 

a ball head for easy camera articulation. Slik is a leading affordable 

tripod brand.

• Allcaca goose neck clamp camera mount, $14 – Fix a camera to a ta-

ble, bookshelf or just about anywhere you can attach the clamp. Not 

as flexible as a tripod, but handy in tight spaces and very affordable. 

Works best with a GoPro camera.

• PedCo Ultra Clamp Assembly Camera Mount, $30 – Threaded ball 

head to fit most cameras, phone adapter required.

Sound:

• The best audio will come from an external mic whether you’re shooting 

with your phone or with a dedicated camera. There are lots of choices 

for mics, start with the ones below and look around from there.

• Maono wired lavalier microphone for phones, $20 – Decent qual-

ity sound and a long cord. Most choices come with cords that are 6ft 

long, but 20 ft is better for self taping.

• Rode VideoMic GO On Camera mic, $99 – Rode makes good qual-

ity mics for the DIY market, and this mic is no exception. However, in 

terms of sound reproduction, my preference is the...

• Shure LensHopper On-Camera Directional Mic, $200 – Attaches to 

your DSLR’s hot shoe and provides amazing sound, battery life and 

ease of use.
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Lighting:

• Shooting with natural light is fine, but some spaces require additional 

help in the lighting department. LED light panels like these are be-

coming more affordable, letting you shoot just about anywhere.

• Neewer Dimmable LED Lighting Kit, $200 – A couple dimmable 

LED panels with stands.

• Neewer 18-inch LED Ring Light, $100 – This is every YouTuber’s fa-

vorite lighting accessory.

• EachShot Color Adjustable Flat Light, $32–A less expensive LED 

panel.


