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EAR PROMPTER 
RESOURCE GUIDE

T
his is intended as a resource guide for equipment and general informa-

tion only. To learn how to properly use an ear prompter, contact one of 

the coaches below.

An ear prompting system consists of two or three main components: a 

recording device, an earpiece and a neck loop for wireless systems. Some tal-

ent also use a remote, though these can be hard to come by depending on the 

recording device you choose.

Recording devices

Analog: Many talent still use analog micro cassette recorders for their du-

rability and ease of use. Analog units are larger than digital ones, with buttons 

that are easy to feel and operate without being seen (as when the recorder is 

hidden in a pocket). Their size makes them heavier than digital recorders, and 

new analog tapes can be hard to find when they wear out. Also, cueing the tape 

to the correct position requires a lot of practice as you’re literally rewinding 

and fast forwarding physical tape. However, the controls on analog units are 

much easier to find and manipulate when you’re not looking at the recorder. 

Remember, ear prompters only work when they’re concealed. The gold stan-

dard is the Olympus S924, which is no longer manufactured, but lasts for de-

cades. You can still find them on eBay. These were sold with a remote pause 

switch, which is helpful for times when talent can’t use their hands to stop and 

start the prompter on the job.

Digital: Digital recording devices offer a lot of advantages. Their size and 

weight make them easy to conceal and their lack of physical tape makes easy 

work of skipping from file to file or script to script. Audio quality is often clean-

er than analog recorders. The ergonomics of digital recorders can be tough to 

deal with, though. Skipping ahead or pausing a file by feeling the buttons can 
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be tricky because many manufacturers make their buttons uniform in feel. 

Worse, some buttons serve double functions, with one press doing one thing, 

and double taps doing others. There isn’t a go-to digital recorder out there. 

Everyone finds their own. Look for recorders that have a headphone jack, big 

buttons that are somehow marked in a tactile way (bumps, shape or other dif-

ferentiators), and a lock function. This locks the buttons while the unit is being 

concealed so jostling doesn’t result in an accidental press.

Phones: Generally phones are not recommended for use on the job. 

Though they’re convenient, using a phone leads to a few problems, one of 

which is function access. A recording device’s function buttons must be avail-

able through the whole performance, and they have to be easy to access and 

feel without being seen. A phone’s touchscreen will have to be unlocked and 

on the entire time you’re delivering your script. If it’s hidden in a pocket, a live 

screen comes with the risk of a function button being accidentally tapped as 

you move, which could be disastrous for the performance. Also, reaching into 

the pocket to control the prompter isn’t practical since you won’t be able to 

feel buttons on the glass screen. If your wardrobe has no pockets, you’ll have to 

wear your device some other way, making access even more difficult. I have not 

seen a remote developed for the purpose of activating recording functions on 

a phone. Phones are great for practice. In fact, I recommend getting started on 

the prompter with a phone and a set of earbuds.

Earpieces

Wired: Remember, the system is only being used correctly when it can’t 

be seen. Wired earpieces connect to the recorder via the headphone jack, and 

run under clothing up to the ear. These are usually used by women with hair 

long enough to conceal the prompter wiring. You can buy a generic prompter, 

or one that’s been custom molded to your ear shape. The custom pieces tend 

to be more comfortable, but they’re more expensive. The generic pieces usually 

come with a few different tips since everyone’s ear canals are shaped differently.

Wireless: Men with short hair usually go with wireless systems. These 

consist of a neck loop which connects to the recorder’s headphone jack and 

is worn under clothing like a necklace. This transmits the audio signal to the 
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wireless earpiece, basically a small hearing aid which has been modified with a 

receiver inside. The system works really well, but is more expensive than wired 

earpieces, consumes batteries quickly, and audio isn’t as clean as it is with wired 

systems. If you have short hair, though, it’s your only choice if you want all the 

components to be hidden from view. Custom wireless earpieces exist, though 

I’ve found they are larger than generic ones and can be seen on camera.

Where to buy

Many talent assemble their own system by buying different components 

from multiple sources. EBay can be good for older recorders, the companies 

below will have more components.

• www.ovation.tv – Run by veteran talent Brian Collins, Ovation.tv  

is a one-stop shop for all things ear prompter. I buy most of my  

stuff from Brian. In addition to components, ovation also sells  

full systems.

• www.audioimplements.com – Custom wired ear molds.

• www.koettgen-hoerakustik.de/gehoerschutz/in-ear-monitoring – 

Based in Denmark, custom wireless and wired earpieces, pricey but 

very nice.

Coaches

Both of these qualified and experienced coaches are located in Chicago.

Renee Ertl

www.reneestreetstudios.com

ertlrenee@gmail.com

Jill Monoco

jillmonaco@gmail.com

www.jillmonaco.tv/ear-prompter-coaching/


